
by Richard Guzmán

city editor

Besides putting out blazes and saving 
lives, firefighters have another skill that 
much of the general public never gets 

to appreciate — cooking. 
	 But thanks to a Downtown tradition, thou-
sands of people will be able to taste the best 
food from about 25 firehouses that will com-
pete in a cook-off. They’ll have the added ben-
efit of being able to say thank you to those who 
help others every day.
	 The 11th annual Hope for Firefighters 
fundraiser, which benefits the Los Angeles 
Firemen’s Relief Association’s Widows, 
Orphans and Disabled Firemen’s Fund takes 
place this Thursday, June 5. The event on 
Hope Street between Third Street and Hope 
Place runs from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
	 The event, which organizers hope will raise 
about $100,000, will feature bands, LAFD gift 
booths, raffles and all of the food prepared by 
local firehouses. 
	 “Everything that you can imagine, tri-tip 
sandwiches, taquitos, strawberry shortcake, it 
just runs the whole gamut of good they’ll have 
there,” said Paul Linton, founder of the event.  
	 “There’s a huge trophy and a lot of bragging 
rights for the station that wins the cook-off,” 
he added. “Firemen are very competitive peo-
ple to start with, so there is a lot of competition 
to win that trophy. They bring the best of their 

firehouse food.”
	 David Marino, president of the Los Angeles 
Firemen’s Relief Association, agreed that fire-
fighters take pride in their cooking abilities. 
He noted that the Association has even pub-
lished a cookbook with firefighter recipes.
	 “A lot of fire stations have a guy that likes 
to be the cook, and he’s very good, hence we 
have the cookbook available,” he said.
	 Another highlight of the event will be the 
muster games, where more than 20 corpo-
rate sponsor teams will compete in a series 
of contests and races that replicate firefighter 
drills. The normally suit-clad workers from 
Downtown Los Angeles and beyond will at-
tempt everything from a bucket brigade to 
a firefighter suit-up challenge to a hose-pull 
contest.
	 “That’s where civilians get an opportunity 
to play fireman for a while and feel what it’s 
like to drag a hose across the street and feel 
the power of the hose and put on a fireman’s 
uniform,” Linton said. 
	 Most importantly, organizers said, the 
event lets Los Angeles firefighters know that 
the community supports them and is there 
for them in times of need.
	 “The appreciation I have for the citizens 
who are willing to donate to support my 
family if something happened to me, that to 
me is overwhelming,” Marino said.
	 Added Linton, “I’m just really proud of ev-

erybody. It’s heartwarming to know that 11 
years after this event started it’s just growing 
bigger every year. The Downtown commu-
nity has come to see it as one of its favorite 
events.”
	 More information on Hope for Firefighters is 

at hopeforfirefighters.org.
	 Contact Richard Guzmán at richard@down-
townnews.com

photo by Gary Leonard

On Thursday, June 5, corporate teams will compete in firefighter drills to help raise money for the Los 
Angeles Firemen’s Relief Association’s Widows, Orphans and Disabled Firemen’s Fund.

Five Alarm Fun
Hope for Firefighters Event Aims to Raise $100,000 
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